United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 1 1 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

Vol. 155

WASHINGTON, MONDAY, MAY 18, 2009

No. 76

The Senate met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable MARK
R. WARNER, a Senator from the Com-
monwealth of Virginia.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal Lord God, we are reminded of
Your mercies that have been of old;
You have been our dwelling place in all
generations, before the mountains were
brought forth or ever You had formed
the Earth and sea. From everlasting to
everlasting, You are God.

Guard and guide our Senators. Pro-
vide them with a sense of purposeful di-
rection. Give Your enabling grace to
our legislative leaders that they may
unite their best efforts for the health
and strength of the Nation and for
peace and justice in our world. Cleanse
anything in them that would block the
flow of Your joy. May love for You be
the motive for their work, as they
strive to live worthy of Your grace.

We pray in Your sacred Name. Amen.

————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable MARK R. WARNER led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, May 18, 2009.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby

Senate

appoint the Honorable MARK R. WARNER, a

Senator from the Commonwealth of Vir-

ginia, to perform the duties of the Chair.
ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.

Mr. WARNER thereupon assumed the
chair as Acting President pro tempore.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following
remarks of the leaders, the Senate will
be in a period of morning business,
with Senators allowed to speak for up
to 10 minutes each. There will be no
rollcall votes today. The next vote will
be tomorrow morning at about 10 a.m.
That vote will be on the motion to in-
voke cloture on the substitute amend-
ment to H.R. 627, the credit card bill.

———

FINAL WEEK OF APRIL/MAY WORK
PERIOD

Mr. REID. Mr. President, in these
past few weeks, we have seen the good
that can happen when we look out for
Main Street, not just Wall Street. We
have accomplished a lot. This work pe-
riod has been tremendously productive,
but we have a lot to finish this week
before we can adjourn for Memorial
Day. We have to finish an important
bill that puts fairness and common
sense back into credit cards—those
credit cards we use every day. It stops
companies from taking advantage of
their customers with hidden charges
and misleading terms. We need to fin-
ish a bill we passed a couple weeks ago
that will crack down on corporate
fraud and mortgage scams. We need to
finish a bill that will help millions of
families keep their homes. We need to
finish a bill that reins in out-of-control

Government contractors who waste
taxpayer money, the so-called procure-
ment bill. We need to confirm Presi-
dent Obama’s nominee to be Deputy
Secretary of the Department of the In-
terior—a man who is supremely quali-
fied and held the same position in
President Clinton’s Cabinet. Finally,
we have to pass a supplemental appro-
priations bill to give our troops the
tools they need to succeed as they fight
in two wars. This funding will
strengthen our military, rebuild our
standing in the world, and reduce our
key security threats.

So I hope this week we can cap off a
productive and successful work period
with another fruitful week, but it will
take the cooperation of both Demo-
crats and Republicans to do this. I have
had a brief conversation with the floor
staff, and it is something we should be
able to do fairly quickly. I hope that,
in fact, is the case. I look forward to
visiting, sometime today, with my
counterpart, the Republican leader, to
see what we can do to work toward this
common goal of finishing our work as
quickly as we can. We all have sched-
uled a lot of things for the Memorial
Day recess. It is one of those rare times
when we can be home during the week.
We look forward to that. We want to
make that time as lengthy as possible,
and we will do what we can on this side
to see if we can move through these
very important pieces of legislation.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.
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